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Spire 
Barre Congregational Church, UCC 

Phone—978-355-4041 
Email—barrechurch@gmail.com    

Devotions from the Heart 
Rock Solid by Pamela Kennedy 

But the  Lord is my defense; and my God is the rock of my refuge.  Psalm 94:22 
Dear Lord, thank you for being my rock and my refuge.  Help me to always find my way to  

You when I’m  feeling lost or confused. 
The summer I was fifteen, my mother decided she and I should take a three-week road trip from Seattle to 
a small town in Missouri to visit my mother’s youngest sister.  My father had to stay home to tend his 
business.  He assured us he would have plenty to keep himself busy in our absence since he was planning 
to put a patio in our small backyard.  The day we piled into our 1956 Dodge to begin the trip, I remember 
my mother kissing my dad good-bye and saying, “Now, don’t overdo.  Keep it simple, honey.  We just 
need a place for the picnic table.”  He assured her he would take care of everything, and we drove off filled 
with expectation. 
After an exciting three-week journey, we arrived home late one night, unloaded the car, and fell into bed 
exhausted.  By the time I woke up, the sun was streaming into my room  I hopped out of bed and, still in 
my pajamas, went out to the kitchen.  The back door was open and I could hear my parents’ voices drifting 
through the screen. As I rounded the corner into the backyard, I stopped and stared.  The yard was trans-
formed! 
Extending from the back of the house was  a gentle curved slab of concrete edged with rows of marigolds 
and purple petunias.  A short pathway of bark chips led from the patio to a circular area cut out of the lawn 
and filled with smooth, round river rocks.  And in the middle of this rocky island stood a large boulder.  It 
was about three feet high and roughly two feet by two feet at its flat top .  Perched upon this rock in her 
bathrobe, my mother sat sipping a cup of coffee and looking adoringly at my father. 
“What in the world is that?” I asked, pointing at the boulder. 
Mother chuckled and took Daddy’s hand.  It’s my rock.  My refuge.” 
At fifteen, I had no idea what she was talking about, but in the enduing 
years I learned.  My mother was a quiet woman who enjoyed solitude.  
My father and I were noisy extroverts who viewed silence as a vacuum 
needing to be filled with notice.  In his loving understanding, my father 
had recognized the need of his wife to have a place of her own to be 
alone, even if it were only within the confines of our small backyard.  As 
the years passed, I often say my mother retreat to her rock, sometimes sit-
ting in the sunlight, absorbing the warmth from the granite beneath her.  
At other times, she stole out at night and contemplated the sky from her 
stony perch.  That rock became a metaphor from home when I moved 
away-the  solid, unmovable place where things cold be still and secure. 
When David wrote of God as his rock and refuge, I believe he was think-
ing of a similar image.  Life is uncertain.  Things and people change.  Re-
lationships and loyalties realign.  We need a place where we can know 
stability and security.  God, in love and grace, provides that place in Him-
self.  He remains the same regardless of our circumstances.  In Him we 
can take refuge from the noise and confusion of life.  Where do you go 
when you need to find peace?  Scripture reminds us that the security and 
serenity we seek is only a prayer away. 
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Thank You to All…… 
“Alone we can do so little; 

Together we can do so much.”  
Helen Kelller 

Thank you to all the members who have taken 
part in the Sunday services during the months of 
July  & August—Rev. Laura Friedman, Janice 
Handrahan,  Shirley Lewis, Scott Bryant, Sarah 
Dyer and Deb Page. 
Thank you also, to Marsha Bray for coordinating 
all the volunteers. 

Thank you from Pastor Charlotte 
"I thank you so much for the lovely send off and 
the beautiful planter. Though our time together 
was intentionally short I believe we covered a lot 
of ground and you all are going in a good direc-
tion. My thoughts and prayers will be with you 
even as we go our separate ways.    -Charlotte 

********************* 
Thank you from Irene Stevens 

Thank you so much for your cards, calls and vis-
its after my back operation and my stay at  
UMass Medical and Fairlawn Rehabilitation. 

Irene Stevens 
Music Notes….. 

The Time for Singing Has Come 
Choir rehearsals begin Tuesday, August 
30th.  At 6PM, we will have a pot luck supper. 

At 7PM, we'll be in the sanctuary to 
practice.  We look forward to seeing 
the veterans 
as well as some new faces!  Give us a 

try.  It's fun!   Deb Page & Karla 
Peterson 

 
Ring Those Bells 

Bell Choir will meet on Tuesdays at 
6PM in the Upper Room, starting 
September 6th.  No experience re-

quired, just a willingness to laugh! 
Toni Brown & Deb Page 
 
 
 

From the Church Committee 
The Church Committee has been and will contin-
ue to work on updating our "Use of Church 
Rules"  and job descriptions for the Sexton and 
the Church Secretary.  Some of the staff have 
been asking for job description updates for some 
time since they are dated or they do not have a 
formal one.  When these are completed, they will 
be brought to the Church Council.   
The Church Committee has been racking their 
brains to come up with ideas to get more funds 
for operating costs.  We are looking for a con-
sistent way to raise these funds, not a one time 
fund raiser.  The most feasible idea we have had 
brought to us so far is selling advertisement 
space in our weekly bulletin.  We will continue to 
explore this option with the congregation.  If any-
one has any ideas, please contact a Church 
Committee member. 
The Church Committee and other members of 
the church are continually working on mainte-
nance issues.  We have had some bat and ant 
issues over the summer and are working on 
these.  A big thank you to Ann and David Clark 
for working on cleaning out the classroom up-
stairs that has been a place for storing junk for 
some time.  If there are any concerns about the 
building, please let us know.  Thank you.  

Lisa Holloway, chair 
 
 

The Barre Women’s Club will hold a Flea Market 
on the Barre Common in September (date will be 
announced in the next Spire.)   
Our church will rent a space.  So please start 
saving items to donate—no clothes, no shoes, 
no stuffed animals, no throw away items. 
Please mark a price on each item and bring it to 
the common at 8:00 am the morning of the Flea 
Market. 
Proceeds will go toward renovations of the first 
floor bathrooms. 
Any questions please call Shirley Lewis, 978-355
-9019. 
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Barre Food Pantry 
On Wednesday, July 13th we distributed 87 bags of 
food to a total of 82 clients including 4 first-timers and 
78 for whom this was not their first visit.  They repre-
sented a total of 181 household members including 5 
new recipients.  This distribution left  three bags in the 
closet for emergency distribution or to begin preparing 
for tour August distribution in a couple of weeks. 
Thanks to your generosity, our stores continue to be in 
good shape heading into our August 10th distribution. 
The Food Pantry could use the following: 
i� canned peas 
i� diced tomatoes 
i� beef stew 
i� canned pasta with meat sauce 
i� dried beans 
i� and more fruit juices are always welcome 
While all contributions are most welcome, donations of 
food to the pantry between now and our next distribu-
tion on August 10th would be most helpful if they 
concentrated on the above foods. 
As you may know, clients who receive SNAP benefits, 
formerly called food stamps, are not able to spend their 
benefits on needed paper goods, diapers, and any other 
non-food household supplies.  While not the primary 
mission of the Barre Food Pantry, donations in any of 
these categories are most welcome too.  
Clients, volunteers, friends and supporters have re-
sponded so enthusiastically to our request for clean 
empty egg cartons that we are back to having enough in 
hand that we are challenged to find storage for them 
until they can be used.  So if you have been saving 
empty egg cartons for the Food Pantry, we ask you to 
hang on to them for a while until our current supply 
depletes.  We’ll let you know when we need them 
again.  Thanks!  
Last month we received the dollar figures the Federal 
government will be using in the coming year to qualify 
would-be clients for emergency food assistance.  These 
household income levels apply both to SNAP benefits 
and federally-provided (through the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture) food pantry aid.  These are the figures we 
will be using for the next year: 
Our next distribution is in two weeks on Wednesday, 
August 10th with preparation the day and evening be-
fore on Tuesday the 9th. 
 I look forward to seeing you at the church on Tuesday 
August 9th or Wednesday the 10th. 
Thank you very much for all your help and sup-
port.  We really couldn't do it without you. 

Chuck Radlo 

 Community Friendship Suppers 
Everyone is welcome!  Bring a friend and or family 
members.  
The Community Friendship Suppers are  a free 
supper, our menu changes every month. 
Serving time is from 5:30 pm—6:30 pm on the 
third Thursday of the month 
A free will offering may be given.  The offering is 
used by the mission Committee of our church to 
help those in need in our community and far away.    
Next supper is August 18th! 

 
Service Auction— 

March 25, 2017 
The Church Committee has approved 
plans to renovate the 1st floor bath-
rooms.  The approximate cost is 

$4,000.00.  In order to help with the cost the a 
Service Auction is being planned.  The last time 
we held a Service Auction was in 2009, which was 
a great success Once again, the supper commit-
tee will serve dinner and then the laughter, fun 
and bidding will start with auctioneer, Paul Varney. 
Please let Shirley Lewis, 978-355-9019 know if 
you can donate a service, perhaps you could sell 
baked goods, donate a dinner for 4-6 people, do-
nate a round of golf, yard clean up, donate a gift 
certificate possibilities are endless just put your 
thinking cap on.  Nothing is too big or too small. 
Remember, this is a night of friendship, fellowship 
and fun and a way for us to gather as a church 

From the Supper Committee  
Mark your Calendars for the Fall 

We would like to give you all to mark your 
calendars dates have been set-up through 
the fall: 
Saturday, September 24th 5:30 pm —
Chicken Barbecue 
Saturday, October 22nd 5:30 pm—
Turkey dinner and entertainment follow-
ing the dinner.  Ted Reinsten from Chron-
icle , channel 5 WCVB will be here to give 
a presentation about his new book.  Wick-
ed Pissed New England’s Most Famous 
Feuds. 
Saturday, November 12th 5:30 pm—
Roast Pork Dinner 
The Supper Committee is looking for help if 
you are interested please call Wendy, 978-928
-5180 or Beth, 978-355-2796 
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Loose 423.00 

Current 6,420.00 

Missions 377.00 

Sexton Payback 200..00 

Bathroom 250..00 

Sat AA 100.00 

Tuesday NA 20.00 

Thursday NA 37.00 

Total 7,869.00 

Collector’s Report 

Payroll 40,255.00 

Office Supplies 1,560.00 

Telephone & Internet 1,494.00 

Equipment Maintenance 00 

Diaconate 104.00 

General Maintenance 4,115.00 

Christian Ed. 107.00 

Miscellaneous 641.00 

Flowers .00 

Water & Sewer 355.00 

Heat & Gas 2,288.00 

Insurance 6,762.00 

Electricity 2,058.00 

Snow Removal 840.00 

Piano/Organ 1,495.00 

Alarm 748.00 

Total $62,822..00 

Income  

Loose 2,473.00 

Pledges 41,108.00 

Other*** 8,876.00 

Investment Interest 15,128.00. 

Total 
****Women’s Fellowship donated 

$3,000. 

$67,585.00 

Transferred from savings for ordinary expenses: 
$3,617.00  

Operating Surplus $4,463.04 
Beginning balance in checkbook:  $2,504.48 

Treasurer’s Report 
Expenses:  1/1/16-3/31/16 

Relief From Worry 
I was reading in one of my devotion-
als the other day & the title was 
"Relief From Worry". 
It talked about money & the lack 
of.  It said, "Try as we might not to 
focus on money, anxiety sets in when 
cash runs 
short....How can we not worry?" 
The answer was, "facing a slim wallet 
can be a blessing in disguise as it 
urges you to shift to focusing on the 
treasure 
of your heart."  I have to admit, I was-
n't ready to buy into such an an-
swer!  But as I read, I realized that by 
giving of oneself to others, you are 
being Christ like, & it feels good. It is 
a good investment when you give 
with your heart.   
"Give & you shall receive....now & 
eternally." 

Deb Page 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

Wendy off 
7:00 NA 

3 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
7:00 Church 
Committee 

4 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
 

5 6 
7:00 AA  

7 
9:30 Service  

8 
 
 
 

9 
Wendy off 
9:00 Food Pan-
try set-up 
6:00 Food Pan-
try set-up 
7:00 NA 
 

10 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
10-12 Food 
Pantry  
 
 

11 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
7:00 AA  

12 13 
7:00 AA 
 

14 
9:30 Service  

15 
 
 
 

16 
Wendy Off 
7:00 NA 
 
 

17 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
 

18 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
5:30 Com-
munity 
Friendship 
Supper 
7:00 AA  

19 
6:00 Poké-
mon Go 
Night 

20 
7:00 AA 
 

21 
10:00 Service 
at the Oakham 
Congregation-
al Church 

 

22 
7:00 Girl 
Scout 
Leaders 
Meeting 
 
 

 

23 
Wendy Off 
7:00 NA 
 
 

24 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
 
 

25 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 
 

26 
 

27 
7:00 AA 
 

28 
9:30 Service 

29 30 
Wendy Off 
7:00 NA 

31 
9-1 Wendy’s 
hours 

   

August 2016 
Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him.  Revelation 19:7 
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Barre Congregational Church 
P.O. Box 936 
Barre, MA  01005 
The world needs the distinct values, vision 
and voice of the United Church of Christ– 
Continuing Testament.   
Extravagant Welcome. Changing Lives. 


